
Dear ___________, 
 
I am writing to you about HB 1791. I am grateful the bill responds to public concern and 
distrust over plans for a new mega airport in Washington. As you know, the process for 
siting a new airport through the Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission (CACC) 
was not transparent, and by recommending “Thurston County Central” as a potential 
site, the CACC exceeded its statutory powers.  
 
I’m also grateful to see that HB 1791 includes more citizen and environmental 
representatives as fully empowered, voting members of a new Commercial Aviation 
Coordinating Work Group. 
 
That said, I must oppose HB 1791 as written. 
 
Like its predecessor, HB 1791 seems to be driven by industry. It does not go far enough 
to protect Washington communities and honestly address aviation in the context of 
environmental and other concerns, and Washington’s greater transportation needs.  
 
I am asking you to VOTE NO on the bill as written. And I am asking you to support 
amendments to the bill that address the following essential points: 
 

1. The work group must honestly re-examine baseline “growth” numbers 
commonly cited to justify expansion of existing airports and construction of a 
new commercial airport and instead use independent, verifiable, scientific data. 

2. The new work group must re-evaluate the state’s cargo and passenger aviation 
needs within the context of a rapidly changing climate, where Washington has a 
statutory requirement to achieve a 95% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050.  

3. Local officials and the people of Washington have clearly stated they do not 
support a new airport on a “greenfield” site. The state’s few remaining 
“greenfields” support critical carbon sinks, clean water, habitat, economies, and 
recreation. The “greenfield” option must be explicitly eliminated in HB 1791 and 
additional environmental safeguards added.  

4. The work group must instead look at adapting existing airport infrastructure and 
examining alternative transportation (rail) as the only sane response in our 
current conditions. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this important issue. The transportation decisions we 
make now will dramatically impact Washington’s ecosystems and liveability for 
generations to come, and we have a responsibility to do this work properly. 
 
[Your name] 
[Your county of residence] 


